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the year 70, the Church of Jerusalem, yielding
to a feeling "which was more Christian than
patriotic, abandoned the revolutionary city, and
departed to seek peace beyond the Jordan. In the
revolt of Earclioclibas, the separation was still more
marked. Wot a single Christian was found to take
part in that attempt of a blind despair. Justin
Martyr, in his Apologies, never contends against
the principle of the Empire: what he wants is,
that the Empire should examine Christian doctrine,
should approve it, should in some sort countersign
it, and should condemn those who calumniate it.1
The first doctor of the age of Marcus Aurelius,
Melito, Bishop of Sardes, makes still more decisive
advances, to the State, and applies himself to show
that Christianity has that in it which should recom-
mend it to the favour of a true Eoman. In Ms
treatise on Truth, preserved in a Syriac version,2
Melito expresses himself as a Bishop of the fourth
century might do, explaining to one Theodoras that

1  Justin Martyr, Apol. ii. 14.

2  Cureton, Spicil. Syr. pp. 48 et scq.